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Discipuink.—A highly respectable council 
lately convened at Cornish, N. If.. to confer on 
difficulties arising from the intrusion of Rev. R. A. 
Putnam within the bounds of the congregational 


church, has resulted, after two protracted sessions, 


held at distant periods, in declaring that they can- 


not countenance his conduct, and that if after 
three months he do not abandon his present cause, 
they and the churches they represent, will with 
draw from him the hand of fellowship, agreeably 
to apostolic direction, 2 Thess. 3: 6. 

Though we have not a full understanding of 
this case, and have always cherished great respect 
for the Rev. Mr. Putnam, yet the decision of so 
large and respectable a council, compeis us very 
reluctantly to believe that our beloved brother has 
erred in judgment, and earnestly to hope that the 


forbearance and tenderness of his brethren, wi 
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For the Dover Gazette. } 

J. W. W. AND THE CONCERT. | 

Mr. Editor: By your permission I will reply to | 

some of the remarks of J. W. W., which appeared | 
in your paper of the 2nd inst. 

Ist. Jf matters have been introduced to the con- 


cert, in a manner that has injured the feelings of a 
respectable number of the audience, it has no doubt 
been through an error of the head rather than of the 
heart. 
2d. Iam not aware that the concerts have resem 

bled political caucuses, nor that they have ever been 
characterized by slang. | 
| $d. The philanthropic and excellent J. G. Birney | 
wrote a work a few years since, showing that the | 
American Church is the bulwark of American 5Sla- 
very. 


fof the feet. 
This work I think, has never been answered. |f 


If his reasoning is correct, no doubt the M. E. 
Church, and the A. B. C. F. Missions are to some 
extent guilty in this respect, as all other sects are 
either religiously or politically. That the American 
Board is connected with slavery in three particulars, | 
was shown by J. W. W.in the concert of the 27th | 
ult. Had what he then said been admitted by the | 
friends of the Board on previous occasions when re- | 
marks were made on its connection with slavery, 
and had -hey added, We are sorry for this connec- | 
tion, but think it will by and by be dissolved, || 
probably considerable unpleasant fecling would have 
been avoided. I trust however, this lack of kind | 
fecling has been the result of mis:nderstanding rath- | 
er than of intention to be unkind. 

I make these remarks more freely as I have taken 
no part in the discussion to which they relate. | 
ith. As one important part of the design of the 
concert is, to pray for the liberation of the slave, 
and as the politics as well as the religion of the | 
country are concerned, in holding him in bond- | 


\age, “solemn prayer’’ has ofven been offered that | 
‘men might not vote so as to strengthen the chains | 
_we ask God"to break :—that churches, politicians, 
and the dignitaries in church and state, may obey 
Jehovah by using their influence to “lct ¢he oppres- | 

| 


ised go free.” This “whip of scorpions,”” as such 
prayers are called, has been applied to the political 
| parties in this manner, and (his only, in almost every 
-eenecert. The assertion that it has been done ‘*es- 
pecially just previous to our annual elections,” was | 
probably made because at such times such prayers | 
are especially felt. If the state of things in the con- 
certs has been as bad as J. W. W. represents 
throughout his article, which is not admitted, it 
seems tome he “ought to pardon somewhat to the 
spirit of liberty,’’ rather than do as he has done. 
5th. Iknow not why J. W. W. should virtually 
assert that no attempt had been made to repel the 
statements respecting the American Board, as two 
of its warm friends Seve on one or two occasions, 
spoken in its behalf in the concerts. It may also be 
added that the last two discussions on the subject 
were both introduced by the friends of the board, 
J. W. W, being one of them, and that too when | 


there was no indication that the matter would be 
intrades-4 B.~es 1 


| 


-wuscou Uv YULUOTS. : 
6th. J. W.W. censures Eld. Caverno for inter- | 
rupting his reading, and for not reproving those who 
were uneasy while the reader was proceeding. The 
reading was so indistinct and in so low a tone, 
that, it is said, many could not hear, which was one | 
cause of the uneasiness in the congregation. This, | 
with a strong desire to hear another gentleman, no 
doubt caused the time spent in reading to seem 
longer than it really was. Eld. C. bore with the 
people as he did with the reader, hoping the reading 
and uncasiness would soon cease together; but 
when he enquired how long the reading would pro- 
bably be continued, he distinctly stated that, if the 
reader proceeded he hoped all unnecessary noise 
would be suppressed. The noise alluded to consist- 
ed in coughing, stirring on the seats, and moving 
What has been said will enable the 
reader to judge whether Eld. C. merited the severe 


/ censure of J. W. W. 


7th. J. W. W. represents the concert as adopt- 


ing the spirit of the well known 2lst rule in the 


House of Representatives, which prevented him 


from reading as much as he wished from the state- 


ments of the Secretary of the American Board, on | 
its connection with slavery. The case is as follows: 
He was asked if he would omit the remainder of his 
reading till the next concert, when he might have 
as much time as he wished to lay the matter before 
the public. It was also distinctly stated to him 
that the only reason for asking this favor was, that 
the audience wished to hear Hon. Joun P. Hats, 
who would not for some munths be able to address 


‘the concert after that evening. J. W. W. talked 
}several minutes before he commenced reading, and 


was heard attentively during hisremarks. I respect 
him for his strong attachment to the American Board 
and admire his frankness in admitting its connection 
with slavery. I deeply regret however, that he has 
suffered himself to misrepresent and stigmatise the 
friends of the slave, who are as sincere in their 
views, and as honest in their acts and intentions as 
he is, merely, as it would seem, because his reading 
was not respectfully listened to by some of the audi- 
ence, and he was asked if be would consent, for the 
reason already named, to defer part of what he then 
wished to read till the next concert. E. H 
Dover, Feb. 4, 1940. 


For the Dovor Gazette. 

| Dover, Jan. 30th, 1850. 
| Mr. Editor :—For the last three or four years I 
jhave attended the monthly meetings in this village, 
— as the Concert of Prayer for the Slave; and 
during this whole time, I have noticed this peculi- 
arity in relation to them, that instead of the mani- 
festation of humility and love, which always char- 
|acterizes praying souls, a strong tendency prevails 
to introduce matters, which if not from their very 
‘nature, must from the manner of presenting them, 
injure the feelings of a respectable number of the 
audience at least. 

Some of these meetings, in many of their features, 
resemble political caucuses,, where slang ceases for 
the time to be odious. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church has often been 
held up to view as one of: the principle pillars on 
| which slavery rests. The A. B. C. F. Missions has 

as frequently been stigmatized as a pro-slavery in- 
stitution. 

The church, (their own particular branch of it 
however always excepted,) has, by some, peculiar 
for the stability of their judgment, been assailed as 
the stryng hold and bulwark of American Slavery. 

The two great political parties have by no means 
escaped their whip of scorpions, especially just pre- 
vious to our annual elections, when even in solemn 
prayer, we have been urged to carry our anti-slavery 
principles to the polls; in other words, (by fair 
implication,) vote for the Free Soil candidates, not 
to mention the many anxious exhortations to the 

same course. 

| Now all this I consider wrong; and have deeply 
| regretted, that, while there is so much common 
ground on which we can meet and unite our sympa- 
thy, and our efforts to ameliorate the condition of 
_our cruelly oppressed brethren, subjects so foreign 
\from the specitic designs of the meetings, should 
have gained so strong a foothold. 

| I regret that a spirit of dictation and denunciation 
should so often manifest itself where freedom is the 


watchword; thus bringing firebrands and arrows 


into our midst. 

But my own personal feelings were never more 
interested and tried, than at the concert held last 
Sabbath evening in the Ist Freewill Baptist church. 
| After listening year after year in silent disgust, to 
statements, which, in my judgment, cannot but mis- 


tion to slavery, and scarcely ever witnessing any at- 
tempt to repell them, I felt constrained from a sense 
of duty, having from my earliest days, regarded the 
Board as one of the most benevolent institutions 
with which suffering humanity is blest, to attempt 
to open a way, whereby the truce relation it sustains 
to slavery should be presented to our community, 
that thus our meetings in the result, might become 
harmonious, and cease to bring upon us the reproach 
se justly our due. 


\ 
: 


represent the position of the American Board in rela- 


In pursuing this design, after giving an authorized 
statement of the corporate members, and the pro- 
portion of donations receiv: d from slave States, to- 
gether with some items from Rev. Mr Treat’s Report 
to the Prudential Committee of the Board, I pro- 
ceeded to read a document which represents as con- 


‘cisely as possible, the views of the Corresponding 


Secretaries, the Prudential Committee, and | might 
add with propriety, doubtless the entire body of cor- 
porate members, concerning the whole matter of 


‘slavery connected with the Choctaw and Cherokee 


| missions. 


I refer to the letter prepared by Mr Treat 
29 


elie | 


with great care for those missions, dated June 
1848. 

After reading some three columns from the Mis- 
sionary Herald, (9 of which can be read in 22 min- 
utes,) I was interrupted by Elder Caverno, who 
asked politely (?) how much longer will it take the 


'gentleman to complete what he designs to read? be- 


ing answered some minutes longer, he remarked, 
that he had no objection to the gentleman's reading 


to any reasonable length, but there are others pres- 


ent designing to take part in the exercises, and you 
have now been reading a good while; besides, said 
he, there is considerable confusion in the house. On 
inquiring if 1 was forbidden the privilege to contin- 
ue, I understood him to answer, if the noise can be 
stopped I have no particular objection to the gentle- 
man’s proceeding; but it is unusual for one to occu- 
py the whole time, and | hope from courtesy, he 
will not prolong his reading a great while. Fora 
minute or two, this, and like conversation continued. 

True there was confusion in the house. But was 
it not Elder Caverno’s duty to restore order? and is he 
not therefore accountable for the disturbance? I am 
informed by many witnesses, that it commenced and 
mostly proceeded from a source (I blush to name it) 
whence Elder Caverno obtains his most efficient aid 
in conducting his religious services. I mean from 


/his singing seats, from those who attempt to lead 


in this delightful part of warship, that of singing 
praise to our God. And will praise—emanating 
from such a source—from such polluted lips—ever 
reach the eur of a Holy God? 

On a certain memorable day the well known 2ist 
Rule was adopted by the House of Representatives, 
through the influence of Southern slave-holders. 
The apirit of that same Rule was adopted in full 
force, at an Anti-slavery Concert of Prayer last Sab- 
bath evening, in the Ist Freewill Baptist church in 
Dover. May God speed the day of its repeal. 

I seated myself quietly, after trespassing upon the 
patience of the audience not more than 25 minutes 
of the 2 1-2 hours we were together, being fully con- 
vinced that anti-slavery principles, in some minds, 
resemble too closely the seed sown in stony places, 
which never becomes deeply rooted. J. W. W. 
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